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Economic Trends by the Numbers

e The population of the Southeast Region is projected to decline by 17%
between 2023-2050, due to the older population in the region, with deaths
projected to outnumber births.

o« Employment growth in the Southeast Region (percent change in jobs) grew
slightly, by 1.1% from October 2023 to October 2024.

e Jobs in the Haines Borough increased by 11%, and total wages increased by
16% from 2022-2023 indicating a growing local economy over this time period.
Over this same time, average wages increased by 4%, indicating that workers
are making a small amount more per job.

Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Alaska
Economic Trends December 2024

Haines Local Frequency Program
Featured Business: Wildhaven Wools

The Local Frequency is a smartphone app that directs users to local retailers and
incentivizes purchases through in-app discounts, promotions and cash-back
offers.

Currently, Wildhaven Wools is the only Haines business that accepts Local Dollars
through the app. Wildhaven Wools sells high quality, handmade merino wool
apparel, luxury yarns, and gifts.

Check out their downtown Haines store on Main Street, or wildhavenwools.com
for great holiday gifts!
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Childcare Survey

The preliminary childcare survey results are in.
However we need a few more responses before we
can conduct final data analysis and reporting. Scan
or click the QR code to the right to fill out the
survey).

Early results show that:
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e 40% of respondents are “very L
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“very satisfied.”

Lost a job
opportunity

e Respondents noted several effects on
employment when asked “how did the
lack of childcare restrict your
employment in the past year?” See the
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responses to the right. .
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Stay tuned for final numbers and data
analysis from this survey in 2025.

Quit work

Haines & Chilkat Valley
Outdoor Recreation Guide

Using Outdoor Recreation Roundtable
grant funding, HEDC created a new
Outdoor Recreation Guide for 2024-2024.

This guide highlights recreation
opportunities in the area for all four
"_.-'\LILE\"" seasons, including information on trails,
) fishing, harvesting, and the abundant
winter recreation, and more.

the

Once finalized, this guide can be found on
the HEDC website.
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Recent Events
Wildlife Photography Workshop

In November, the Community Outdoor Outings

series kicked off with a wildlife photography event,

hosted by HEDC with grant funding from the

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable, and led by

professional photographer Rachel Deehan. m,
{

These events will continue monthly, and all
participants will be entered into a raffle for $500
worth of outdoor gear at the end of the series in
2025.

Find out more about the program and upcoming
events here.

Upcoming Events

Solstice Bike Ride to Chilkoot Lake
December 21, 2024
Mam-12 pm

Depart from the Haines Public Library at 11 am.
Bring your bike and ride into the sunrise. A bonfire
with drinks and cookies will be served at the lake.



https://recreationroundtable.org/
https://www.hainesedc.org/project/chilkat-outdoor-initiative/

HEDC Team

New: Program Manager

Christine Sundnas joined the HEDC team as a part-time Program Manager. She
has a background in environmental science along with content marketing and
communications. She is enjoying contributing to projects that sustain the vibrant
Haines community for residents and visitors alike.

Upcoming HEDC Position: Deputy Director

In early 2025, HEDC will be seeking a Deputy Director. The Deputy Director will
report to the HEDC Executive Director, and will assist with the day-to-day
management of all organization functions, including program development,
grants, business support, technical assistance, and more. Check our the HEDC
Job Center in the coming weeks to view the full job description.

HEDC Funding

HEDC was fully grant funded this past year, with sincere thanks to the Qutdoor
Recreation Roundtable, and the U.S. EPA’s Recreation Economy for Rural
Communities program.

We are grateful for this funding to keep our programs continuing, and we look
forward to serving the Haines community for another year!

community, and employees of HEDC. Wishing everyone .
a safe and happy holiday season! %

-

Thank you to the HEDC Board of Directors , the Haines / ' -

For more, see hainesedc.org

The Haines Economic Development Corporation (HEDC) is a non-profit organization based in
Haines, Alaska, that aims to foster economic development through research, community
engagement, and strategic planning.
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